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Next Meeting -- Thursday, June 4, 2009

6:30 PM at Famous Subs & Pizza, 2210 Neuse Blvd.

Program: Mark, W2EAG, aso will be discussing FD again and will be looking for more membersto sign up.
SKYWARN Training will be re-scheduled for later in the year.

FINANCIAL REPORT President’s Corner

We took in three new members, a deposit of $60.00 and At our next meeting on June 4th we will talk about Field
the only withdrawals were for the power and phone and Day. The Skywarn training will be re-scheduled for a later
then there was the $650.00 check that | wrote to Chris time. The meeting will start at our normal time of 6:30 PM. |
Mele for the repeater eqpt. That's it. Otherwise, the would like to ask al club members to think about if they
account isthe same. want to continue meeting at Famous Pizza and Subs or ook
Ray Hemphill, W7OPH for another place. The question that always sparks

discussion is if we want to meet at a restaurant where we
can eat (but is sometimes noisy) or, if we should go to
Welcometo 3 New Members someplace that has a conference room where it would be
better for discussion and presentations. Try to think of
some places that might sponsor a once a month meeting for

Three new memberswere welcomed at the May meeting:

Robert (Bob) Emerson, KF4KHW, 413 Webb Blvd, a non profit organization like; Fire Depts., Yacht Clubs,
Havelock, NC 28532-2038. bob.remerson@gmail.com Town Halls etc... | always thought it would be nice to have
phone 252 349-2359 our own “Club House” where we could actually leave radio

equipment set up. Of course, it would haveto have at least a

Milton Costen, KJALMX, 703 Holland Drive, bathroom, and it would be nice to have a kitchen. Does
Goldsboro, NC 27534 aristar1@live.com anyone have a spare house they are not using? Anyway,
phone 919 396-0421 that will be another item for discussion.

Jim Sheer, WANLD, 639 Trent Farm Road, New Bern, Big thanks to Bob Melle, KA4JHJ, for working on the
NC, 28562. jim.sheer@qtri.gatech.edu Comm Trailer to get it ready for Field Day. As some of you
phone 252 224-0603 may have heard A.G. Kessinger, KGAMBG, is ill, and not

doing so well. The Club is sending him a “get well card”.



Please keep A.G. and his family in your thoughts and
prayers.

Hurricane season is coming up so be sure you are
prepared (food, water, evacuation plan) and your HT
batteries are charged up and ready to go. See you at the
meeting on Thursday.

73 sDave, K4DJW

Minutes of Meeting
NEW BERN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
7 May 2009
The regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the
New Bern Amateur Radio Club was held this date
and the meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by
President Dave Warwick, K4DJW.

Dave turned the meeting over to Rob Skrotsky,
KF6Y DV, who gave an outstanding presentation on
the USS North Carolina, SSN 777 Nuclear
Submarine. The amount of information given about
this new sub was impressive, to say the least.
Thanks Rob.

Introductions were made from the floor and 31
members, including 3 new members, are on the
roster, one of which is attached to the minutes.

Information was passed out by Sid Purvis,
WA4VBC, about the spare repeater that we would
like to purchase. Sid explained the benefits of having
Spare equipment in case of any serious problems
with our existing equipment.

Motion by Bob Gregory, WB1CCY, seconded
by Bob Mdle, KJ4HJH, dl favorable, motion
passed.

Mark Rappaport, W2EAG, updated the club on
the postponed ARES training. The next session will
be June 25, 2009, from 7 to 9 pm at the River Bend
Town Hall. During this sesson ARESand RACES
training of message handling will also be addressed.
Don't forget to bring your handouts and paper and

pencil with you.

FIELD DAY will be June 27th and 28th. We will
once again be at the Jaycee's pavilion at Glenburnie
Park. If you can make it out, we would love to see
you there!

Sid Purvis, WA4VBC, spoke about the area Red
Cross Shelters and that there will be some changes
after new contracts are made. At that time we will
need to test the sites and make sure the antennas
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and coax are available and not cut, like some stes.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55pm
Robert Melle, KJ4HJH, Secretary

May 7" Meeting
By Mac, WAOZGL

Brought the NBARC members an extremely
interesting program presented by KF6YDV, Raob.
Insights and details that were given the members by
Rob were very much not the average. Bob's focus
surrounded the makings and innards of the Submarine
North Carolina (SSN 777), holding the interest of al
who were present.

After Rob's program, W2EAG, Mark ran over the
details of the upcoming field day. Looks like another
great outdoor event coming the last full weekend of
June. Check your calendar and make preparations.




The meeting had a great turnout with faces
present not seen for some time. Oh yes, the food
served at our meeting place is worth the mention.

Right, WA1QHW, Roy Kuhns. Hey Roy!

Looking like another good meeting coming June
4" We should be findizing plans for Field Day.
Comeonout. 73, WAGZGL

Hiking with Ham

By Dennis Blanchard, K 1Y PP

Reprinted courtesy of May-June 09 A.T. Journeys
magazine and the Appalachian Trail Conservancy

Technology and hiking is often a bittersweet
relationship. Many hikers shun technology on the Trail,
feeling it invades their primitive outdoor experience;
others embrace it. | was determined to both hike the A.T.
and carry an amateur radio, commonly known as a “ham
radio.” At 60 years old | had been a ham operator for 45
years so | chose as my Trail nhame ny ham radio call
letters, “K1YPP;” eventualy my fellow thru-hikers
shortened it tojust “K1.”

The radio fitsin an Altoids mint tin. It is a kit, dubbed
the ATS-3 by its creator, Steve Weber, (Trail name “Slo-
go’'en”) and uses Morse code with a telegraph ley.
Additionally, | carried a 50-foot wire for an antennaand a
homemade battery pack that not only powered the radio
but also charged my cell phone. The radio transmitter
runs on less power than most headlamps; consequently
the batteries last forever, abonus to those packing light.

The system is extremely stealthy. | didn't want to be
intrusive on the other hikers' experience, and with this
set-up | could merely toss the wire up in a tree and
operate the radio in my hammock. Wearing headphones
and using my fingers to talk, the other hikers were
unaware that | was communicating with hams around the
country.

Inall, | talked to 57 different stations in 25 states. My
preferred short-wave band, 40 meters, is capable of
worldwide communications. Although | did hear many
European stations and one Australian, | didn’t happen to

talk to any of them, but | did achieve my personal goal of
using theradioinall 14 A.T. states.

At Pearisburg, Virginial was having chest pains, so | left
the Trail and returned to Sarasota, Florida to get checked. |
was immediately admitted to surgery for a six-artery heart
bypass operation. | had to wait 300 “zero” days until the
surgeon couldn’t find any more excuses to keep me off the
Trail. | returned to Pearisburg in May 2008. | till had to
make contacts in 10 more states; | couldn’t let heart surgery
upset my plans.

At the Appaachian Trall Conservancy (ATC)
headquarters in Harpers Ferry many thru-hikers meet John
Fletcher. He's the staff member that greets everyone and
photographs them for the record book. When | found out he
was also “aham,” | showed him my mint-tin radio. He urged
me to stop at the ATC regiona office at Boiling Springs,
Pennsylvania to show the radio to John Luthy, another
enthusiastic ham at that office. At the Bailing Springs office
I met John; he suggested that we make a contact that night.
Later, at the Darlington Shelter in Pennsylvania | tossed up
awirein atree and tuned to the appropriate frequency at the
appointed time and there was John, loud and clear.

Occasionally other hikers expressed curiosity about the
radio. My most memorable demonstration was at Katahdin
Springs Campground, the night before climbing Mt.
Katahdin. | was camped with thru-hiker, “New Y ork Minute”
and communicated with a station in Manitowoc, Wisconsin.
“New York Minute” was awed that such a simple station
could communicate so well.

| was confident that from anywhere on the Trail | had the
ability to summon help with my little mint-tin radio and that
was comforting. Common courtesy and discrete usage made
the entire experience a pleasure for both the other hikers and
myself. For me, echnology and the Trail were a happy
marriage.







