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Next Meeting -- Thursday, August 2, 2007 

6:30 PM at Famous Subs & Pizza, 2210 Neuse Blvd.  
 

 

Program:   John Jaskolka, KR4ZJ , will speak on Home Land Security and Amateur Radio. 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

JULY 01, 2007     ---     JULY 31, 2007 
CHECKING 
   Balance  @ June 30, 2007                     $ 1,497.70 
Expenses:     
 07/09   Prog Nrg                     23.64 
              07/19   Embarq                      26.49 
 Total                                   ($ 50.13)          
   Subtotal                                     $ 1,447.57 
 Deposits  
 07/07  Membership              $ 30.00 
              Total                                        $ 30.00 
   Balance  @ July  31, 2007                     $ 1,477.57 
 

SAVINGS 
   Balance @ June 30, 2007            $2,856.33 
Deposits:  
          Interest:  07/31                               2.45 
   Balance  @ July  31,  2007         $ 2,858.78 
 

GRAND TOTAL                             $ 4,336.35 
 
CR Gould, K4VC, Treasurer 

 Minutes of the meeting -  
July 5, 2007 
 
   A special tour of the Craven County 911 dispatch facility 
was given to club members starting at 5:30pm at the Craven 
County Jail.  After members toured through the facility they 
proceeded to the normal meeting area at Famous Subs & 
Pizza. 
 
   The regular meeting of the New Bern Amateur Radio Club 
was held on the above date and the meeting was called to 
order by President Mac Eutsler, WA0ZGL, at approximately 
7:30pm.  Introductions were made from the floor with twenty-
nine present; roster is attached. 
 
   Mac, WA0ZGL, explained that because it was not 
mentioned at the last meeting, NBARC did not participate in 
field day this year but he expects the club to pick up again 
next year with this event. 
 
   Ken, K4KDM, informed the club the JOTA (Jamboree on 
the Air) is coming up in October and he suggested having it 
at St. Andrews Church using the newly installed station 
located there. 
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   Mac shared with the club members that the North Carolina 
Antenna Bill has been passed and he thanks everyone that 
contacted their officials to help get it passed.  He also shared 
how his granddaughter Meghan Radford, KG4ISQ, and 
Robbie Rikard, KG4MBQ, were able to use their ham licenses 
at their summer jobs on the Cherry Point Marine Base.  
Meghan and Robbie were assigned the task of testing the 
radio equipment in several H-60 helicopter lap set-ups and 
used ham frequencies to run the radio tests.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Robbie Rikard, KG4MBQ, Secretary  
 
 

The ARES Angle 
 
   Recently my interest in backpacking has been renewed. I 
have not done any packing for 8 or 9 years. Naturally, I had 
to look over my gear to see what is still usable and what 
needs replacing. Fortunately, I had received a couple of the 
high-dollar items as Christmas gifts last December: a new 
sleeping bag and a new Thermarest pad. 
 
   Some of my gear was over 30 years old. You buy good 
quality, and it pays you back, that's for sure! But nothing 
lasts forever, and one of the items I had to replace was a 
water filtration system. For non-bushwhackers, you may not 
know that there are no faucets out in the back-of-beyond. It 
is necessary to have some way to provide safe drinking 
water. Filtration systems are the preferred way: a pump which 
takes in "wild" water, filters it, and delivers it into a canteen 
or hydration unit. 
 
   This is probably not the kind of thing that has a home in 
every ham's go-kit. But maybe some coffee filters and a bottle 
of Potable Aqua tablets should. The filters are to strain out 
large particles, such as dirt, leaf fragments, etc. The Potable 
Aqua is to render the water biologically safe to drink. I won't 
go into all the kinds of gazigglies there are in untreated water; 
further information can be found on most camping-oriented 
websites or books. 
 
   In most instances that we as ARES operators are likely to 
see, we may not need to treat water. Modern disaster 
planning involves providing safe water as a top priority in 
areas where a disaster has affected normal municipal 
systems. But a few coffee filters and a bottle of Potable Aqua 
tablets are lightweight, inexpensive insurance. Potable 
   Aqua can be found in most any store that sells camping 
gear, and even in some drug stores, for around $6 per bottle. 
And for now, that's the ARES Angle. 
 
Bruce, N8UTY 
Craven Co. EC 
 
 

 

Subject:     NC Antenna Bill Passes!! 
 

GOVERNOR EASLEY SIGNS NC PRB-1 
ANTENNA BILL 
 
   Beginning October 1, 2007, Article 19 of Chapter 160A of 
the North Carolina General Statutes will require "city and 
county ordinances regulating antennas to reasonably 
accommodate amateur radio communications."  Governor 
Easley signed the bill on Friday, June 29.  North Carolina is 
the 25th state to have PRB-1 type accommodations included 
in state law.   
   Thanks to all of you for the phone calls, letters and emails 
to your legislators.  Please thank your representatives for 
their support. Thanks again for the leadership of Ham Hicks, 
KB4BR, and the bill writing talents of Gerry Cohen, N4GC. 
 
ARRL North Carolina Section 
Section Manager: Timothy B. Slay, N4IB,  n4ib@arrl.org  
 
 

President’s Corner 
 
   Yep, the dog days of summer are here. However, this past 
week has been very comfortable in my backyard. 
 
   This month’s meeting was split between the tour of the 
Craven County 911 Center and our regular gathering at 
Famous Subs and Pizza. There was a very good turnout for 
the tour and subsequent assembly for the rest of our 
meeting. I feel that everyone enjoyed the tour and came away 
with a new insight to the operation of the 911 system. One 
might think that the 911 system is up and running 100% 
however, one could say that there is much of it a work in 
progress. With all of their state of the art computer 
equipment and software, on the ground radio 
communications are still a daily concern. I didn’t feel 
comfortable taking flash pictures in the operations center so 
the group pictures of the folk waiting to take their turn for the 
tour will have to do. Because of the restricted size of the 911 
operating area, we took the tour in-groups of six. I would like 
to thank W7OPH, Ray Hemphill for making the arrangements 
for the program and tour. Thanks Ray. 
 
   Hope to see everyone at the August meeting.  
Stay cool, have fun and be safe.  WA0ZGL 
 

 
 



 3  

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
Thanks to Mac, WA0ZGL, for the pix on pgs 2 and 3. 
More pix on page 5. 
 

 
NC JOTA PREPARATIONS UNDERWAY 
 
The 50th annual Jamboree On-The-Air (JOTA) will be held 
October 21 & 22.  JOTA is scouting's largest annual event 
and involves about 500,000 scouts from all of the world.  It's 
also the single best opportunity we have to share amateur 
radio with lots of enthusiastic young people.  This year's 
event will last 50 hours, which gives you time to offer the 
radio merit badge, a Technician licensing class and a VE 
session along with the JOTA stations on the air!  "NCJOTA" 
is a Yahoo Groups reflector dedicated to JOTA in North 
Carolina.   
 
 
 

MEDIA HITS 
 
Amateur Radio had lots of great NC media coverage during 
Field Day.  Ham radio was featured in the Durham Sun-
Herald, the Charlotte Observer, the News at Norman, the 
Burlington Times.  I'm sure there were many others.  Bill 
Morine, N2COP, was a guest on a local radio call-in show on 
WBAG in Wilmington. 
 
 
 

Hamfests     
 

Aug. 11, 2007,  9th Annual CFARS Swapfest 
Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society, Fayetteville, NC 
Reeves Auditorium, Methodist College 
5400 Ramsey Street 
 

Talk-In: 146.910(-) (PL 100) 
Contact:  David Cowart, KR4OE 
637 East Raynor Drive 
Fayetteville, NC 28311 
Phone: 910-237-9097 
Email: kr4oe@nc.rr.com  
 

Aug. 31 -2 Sept. 2  Shelby ARC,   Cleveland County 
Fairgrounds, Highway 74 Business East, Shelby,  NC 
http://ShelbyHamfest.org 
Talk-In: 146.28/146.88 
email:  wa4rh@bellsouth.net   
 
 

Swap & Shop 
 

For Sale  Cushcraft 2 meter 11 element beam, model 
A-147-11,  Used some, with original box, manual & 
warranty card.  $45 cash and carry, call Charlie, 
K4VC, at (252) 633-3178  (he might deliver to a club 
meeting) 
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NEUSE RIVER FOUNDATIION 
THANKS NBARC 
   
   Following our participation in Neuse River Days on 
June 2, I received the following letter from Pat Gulley, 
Events Coordinator for the NRF, who organized the 
event: 
  
   "On behalf of the entire staff of the Neuse River 
Foundation, please allow me to express our 
sincere thanks for the New Bern Amateur Radio 
Club coming out once again in support of Neuse 
River Days.  We are always so glad to have you be 
a part of this festival. 
  
   "We know that it is no small thing to sacrifice 
the time of a week-end day, and the willingness of 
your members to do so means a great deal at the 
NRF.  I especially appreceiated being united with 
my own personal shadow, Sonny.  It was great to 
see him again!  (Way to go, Sonny! ..ed.) 
  
   "In closing, let me say that we want to 
congratulate all your members who worked during 
Neuse River Days 2007.  It was a job well done!"  
  
  (/S/ Pat Gulley, Events Coordinator, NRF) 
  
   It is always nice to receive recognition of a good 
job.  Even though we had a few rough spots to deal 
with, they were transparent to the served agency.   A  
malfunctioning radio or a dead battery can always be 
masked by having backup equipment on hand.  
Having Plan B at the ready never hurts, either.  We 
learn and practice these things in benign public service 
events in order to cope with them more efficiently 
during emergencies.  
  
   I also want to add my thanks also to everyone who 
participated in both the Women's Shelter and NRD 
events.  It can only help us as a club and ham radio in 
general. 
  
Bob, W2HVX 
 
 

Foundation for Amateur Radio 
Announces 2007 Scholarship Winners 
(Jul 26, 2007) 
 
   The Foundation for Amateur Radio (FAR) has 
announced the 2007 winners of 56 scholarships it 
administers. The scholarships were open to all 
licensed radio amateurs who met the qualification and 
residence requirements of the various sponsors. 
 

 
 
Robert Rikard, KG4MBQ, captured the QCWA’s 
Silent Key Memorial Scholarships Award. 
 
 
Congratulations Robbie 
 
 
 
 

 




