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Next Meeting -- Thursday, May. 4, 2006 

6:30 PM at Famous Subs & Pizza, 2210 Neuse Blvd. 

Program: speaker will be David Sousa, K2CQV, on the subject of New Bern Police “Citizen’s Academy.” 
 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Apr. 01, 2006        ---        Apr. 31,  2006 
CHECKING 
Balance:  Mar. 31, 2006                        $ 2,489.18             
Expenses: 
   4/07     Prog Nrg           $  23.08  
   4/19      Sprint                   25.36 
Total:                               ($ 48.44) 
Subtotal:                                                $ 2,440.74 
 
Deposits: 
   04/06     Membership   $ 120.00  
Total:                              $ 120.00 
 
Balance @  Apr. 31, 2006                    $ 2,560.74  
   
SAVINGS    
Balance @  Mar. 31, 2006                   $ 2,542.79 
Deposits:     
   4/06      Dr Prz            $  23.00 
                 (Spkr Meal       $8.00) 
    3/31     Interest               1.55 
Balance @ Apr. 31, 2006                    $ 2,567.34             
GRAND TOTAL:                                       $ 5,128.08                                
 
73,       
Charlie, K4VC, treas. 
  

Your Last Newsletter? 
 
   If you have not paid your dues for 2006 this may be your last 
newsletter.  Dues are payable in January for the coming year, and 
are delinquent after March 1.  There are many on the delinquent 
list now.  If you are in that category, you may remit to the club 
P.O. box, or see Charlie, K4VC at the meeting. 
 

President’s Corner  
      Wow! Has anyone else felt the pine pollen season was 
shorter than previous years? You don’t suppose it’s an age 
thing? Anyway, we are busting into spring and summer is just 
around the corner. The temperature in the backyard pool is up to 
72 and, yes, the grandchildren had been in it several times 
already. Myself, I prefer 85 or so.  
      Saw a survey on the ARRL web site awhile back asking how 
we faired over the winter with our antennas. Hope everyone 
survived as well as I. The only thing I noticed is that my 
supporting trees have grown and the limbs above the point 
where I have my support lines are large enough to support a 
climb. Since my G5RV is at 40 feet now, perhaps I should use 
my line launcher (designed by Dave – K4DJW) and put it up to 
50 feet. Climbing would be more fun. I have found a need for a 
low level 20-meter dipole for operating CW. The activity on the 
CW portion of the bands has been really great and I have enjoyed 
my contacts the most. Ran onto this advertisement and thought 
you all might get a kick out of it. From the 1964 edition of “The 
radio amateur’s handbook”.  
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I actually used one of these in the beginning learning code. I found 
moving on to 78 rpm records worked better. The tinker tape used 
with this machine was neat.  
WA0ZGL 
 
 

April Meeting 
 

 
Capt. Bob Maple of the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
 
 

The ARES Angle 
 
   I have been thinking a lot about preparedness over the winter. 
This connects up with several of my hobbies. The connection to 
ARES work is pretty obvious. If we are not prepared for 
emergencies, we will not perform well during them. In this 
column, I have often addressed ways of getting your radio gear 
ready. We have talked about antennas, batteries, power supplies, 
solar re-charging, cross-band repeating, and so forth. 
 
   This month, I'd like to talk about more general preparedness. If 
an emergency hits and we are not ready to take care of ourselves, 
all of our radio gear will not do us much good (unless it is to 
summon help.) Since we in ARES are committed to being 
responders rather than victims, then we want to be ready to stand 
on our own feet in case of an emergency. 
 
   But this month, I'm not going to talk about the big disasters, 
such as hurricanes, that occupy so much of our thinking here on 

the coast. I want to start this discussion of general preparedness 
on a smaller note. And while it may not have much to do with 
radio, I hope you will find it useful or at least interesting.  
 
   While we are going about our daily business, there are a 
number of minor emergencies which might arise. Cuts, bumps, 
scrapes, insect bites, and all of that happen on a regular basis. 
You do not need great skill or expensive equipment to deal with 
them, but you need something. 
 
   I got to thinking about Altoids tins. These handy little 
containers have been put to many uses. I have seen keyers, QRP 
rigs, and all kinds of other nifty devices that used an Altoids tin 
for the frame. So I decided to put together an Altoids tin 
preparedness package. Here's what I've got in mine: a 2in. x 2in. 
bandage; some strip bandages, both large and small; some 
butterfly closures; some foil packets of "Neo-to-go" Neosporin 
antibacterial ointment; a Handi-Wipe; various pain relievers 
(Excedrin and Motrin), a few pills of each; some Pepto-Bismol 
tablets; and some anti-histamine tablets (useful both allergies, 
colds, and insect stings).  
 
   This is neither a comprehensive first aid kit, nor a survival kit. 
It is something that I can keep handy, in pocket or briefcase or 
fanny pack, with just a few various supplies for the kind of thing 
that may arise on any given day. It is supplemented by other 
tools, such as a Swiss Army knife, that I also carry in my 
pockets.  
 
   Some of you may think of other supplies you might want to 
add. You can get quite a few items into an Altoids tin, if you are 
thinking that it is what you might need just while you are away 
from home, and not for extended periods. Let me know what 
you come up with. 
And for now, that's the ARES Angle. 
 
Bruce, N8UTY 
 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE 
   
Neuse River Days   
   This event continues to grow, expanding to three days this 
year.  According to the foundation's spring newsletter River 
Notes, "Neuse River Days 2006 will kick off with country 
music artist Bobby Bare performing in concert at the Craven 
County Fair Grounds on Friday evening, June 2." 
  
   The usual Neuse River Day we have become used to will be 
held on Saturday, June 3, with the need for radio operators both 
on land and in boats.  Races will include kayaks and canoes, the 
Sunfish Regatta, and a new Corporate Challenge Raft Race.   
  
   A new 27-mile marathon kayak and canoe race will be held on 
Sunday, June 4.  It will begin in Pollocksville at 0830 and end 
at Union Point at about 1300 hours. Various free 
workshops during the day will include subjects from 
basic paddling to new techniques.  Olympic gold-medal 
winner Greg Barton will host two of the workshops. 
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   Although plans for the races are not yet firm at this 
writing, I expect that we will need the usual number of ops 
(about 20 or  more) on Saturday, and perhaps 5 or so on 
Sunday for the long race. 
  
   We will have a sign-up sheet at the May meeting, so you 
might plan to attend if you are interested in participating on 
either (or both) Saturday or Sunday.  We can use part of 
the June meeting (June 1) for assignments and last minute 
details.  Nice timing!   
  
   Becky Book, Executive Director of the Neuse River 
Foundation, wrote to me in a recent e-mail: "Once again, 
your group will be a vital part of our successful event, and 
we very much appreciate your member shadows!"  It's nice 
to know that we make a real contribution to this important 
event. 
  
 


