New Bern Amateur
Radio Club
PR —

Volume 28, Issue7 July, 2005

WA4EWN/R
146.610/ 146.010 PL 100 Hz.
444.900 / 449.900 PL 100 Hz.

Website: http://www.nbarc.org

Next Meeting -- Thursday, July 7, 2005

6:30 PM at Famous Subs & Pizza, 2210 Neuse Blvd. (acrossfrom Roy’s Family Restaurant.)

FINANCIAL REPORT

June, 01, 2005 June, 30, 2005
CHECKING
Balance: May. 31, 2005 $3,130.85
Expenses:
06/06  Prog Nrg $ 21.78
06/19  Sprint 23.92
Total: ($45.70)
Subtotal $3,085.15
Deposits:
06/05 Membership $20.00
Total: $20.00
Balance @ June, 30, 2005 $3,105.15
SAVINGS
Balance @ May, 31, 2005 $2,309.62
Deposits:
xx/xx  Door Prz $ XX.XX
Balance @ June 30, 2005 $2,309.62
GRAND TOTAL: $5,414.77

Charlie, K4V C, treas

MEETING MINUTES
June 2, 2005

The regular meeting of the New Bern Amateur Radio
Club was held on the above date and the meeting was
called to order by President Mac Eutsler, WAOZGL, at
approximately 6:45pm. Introductions were made from
the floor with thirty-five present; roster is attached.

Ed, W2YPM, talked about the battery maintenance
project that he had discussed at a previous meeting. He
had put together a parts list for the project; if more
information is wanted you should contact Ed or Al,
W8UT.

Ken, K4KDM, introduced the pastor from St
Andrews Lutheran church who has donated a tower to
use for the Ken Coffey memorial station that will be
located at the Lutheran church.

Bob, W2HVX, presented a gift to Sam Small,
KG4ZXB, in celebration of his recent graduation from
Craven Community College. Bob also discussed the
game plan for Neuse River Day and gave out tentative
operator assignments.



Mac led a discussion on the planning of field day that
would be held the last full weekend in June at Union
Point Park on the stage.

Al, W8UT, showed off a transmitter that Ed Goldberg,
W2UAS, had made about sixty years ago and was
recently given to Al by Ed’s widow.

There was no door prize and the meeting was adjourned by
Mac at 8:00pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Robbie Rikard, KG4AM BQ, Secretary

NEUSE RIVER DAY MORE OF A

CHALLENGE THISYEAR

Planning for NRD actualy began a year ago to nail
down the date for this year's event. We were unaware
then of the foreboding to come.

The city scheduled the Gazebo through one
department, and the park through another department.
However, the departments didn't talk to each other.
Result: the promised date of the 11th had to be
rescheduled to the 18th. That was only the beginning of
more troubles to follow.

Planners then decided to hold two long kayak and
canoe races simultaneously in opposite directions up the
Neuse and down the Trent. Communications over the six
mile course would have to be served by two beams
aimed in opposite directions with two crosshand rigs
running back-to-back on separate VHF frequencies. OK
if the antennas could be separated far enough to prevent
intermod (the rigs swamping each other with rf).

On the previous Saturday, Jackie Dilts, KB7BNR,
offered to take me up the Neuse (the longest race
distance) with an HT. Meanwhile, Dave, K4DJW, and
Ethan, K4EAW, brought their comm trailer to the park.
Using a crossband rig and various antennas, the test
proved that a 4-element beam would be required to
receive the HT full quieting.

On NRD both the CCARS and Dave's comm trailers
were set up as far apart as possible in the space provided.
But Murphy's Law was to prevail: we were ordered to
move the trailers closer together. Guess what: we sank
into the dreaded rf swamp. Boats on the river couldn't be
heard on shore or among each other because the
crossbanders were beating each other up.

Solution: move the boat operators to the NB repeater
and crossband to the shore stations who stayed on UHF.
That system worked fine, but time and race reporting
were lost during the first long races. Using the repeater
solved the intermod problem, and operations proceeded
normally during the rest of the day.

Shadows shadowed, boat ops reported, and PA
announcers announced. All was well in ham land. And

even then we began devising plans to defeat Murphy next
year.

Speciad thanks go to Bill, K4VHO, and Dave who
provided their well-equipped comm trailers for the day's
operation and to Jackie for use of his boat to run the
previous test.

Especialy, many thanks go to al our club members
who joined us for the day. Count them yourself. The
turnout was terrific and we are most grateful for your
participation. It speaks well for our club.

On shore: K4VHO, W70PH, K4DJW, KG4MBQ,
K4EAW, KI4CIH, WS3ADD, KV4CQ, KI4EQD,
WAOZGL, KB8VCZ, KE4AYMA, N8UTY, KR4ZJ and
W2HVX.

In boats:. K4KDM, WS8UT, KA4SXX, N4WUJ,
KF4KZD, KG4M SU, K4VC, and AC4PW.

We aso thank Bill, KR4L O, and Dick, K4JJW, Neuse
River staff members, for their on-air interface with our
group.

Now you can start planning for 2006 -- the next Neuse
River Day is only 350 days away!

Thanks again, and 73,
Bob, W2HV X
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