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Next Meeting -- Thursday, Feb. 3, 2004

6:30 PM at Super China Buffet Restaurant, Glenburnie Rd. across fm Harris Teeter Groc.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Another NEW MEETING PLACE

Jan. 01, 2005 Jan. 31, 2005
CHECKING The news still this month is that The Berne Restaurant
Balance: Dec. 31, 2004 $2,794.02 has closed. Ray, W70OPH’s search and rescue squad,
Expenses: has found, negotiated for, and secured another
01/08 Prog Nrg $24.33 location for us to use for a one day late celebration of
01/19 Sprint 23.80 Groundhog's Day this month, and evaluate for future
01/18 Postmaster (stamps) 37.00 use. Super China  Buffet Restaurant,
01/20 UPSStore  (copys) — 50.00 Glenburnie Rd. across from Harris Teeter Grocery
Totdl: ($135.13)
Subtotal $2,658.89
Deposits: The Auction pix this month are from the camera of
01/07 Membership $400.00 Bob, W2HVX, and the great formatting by Eve, his
01/15 Membership 100.00 XYL.
Totdl: $ 500.00
Balance @ Jan. 31, 2005 $3,158.89 Dues ar e due asof Jan. 1, and are $20.00. 25
SAVINGS members paid their dues at the last meeting. That isa
Balance @ Dec. 31, 2004 $1,930.14 new record! Charlie says, “Auction every Jan.”
Deposits:
01/07 Auction $257.00 MEETING MINUTES
Balance @ Dec. 31, 2004 $2,187.14
January 6, 2005
GRAND TOTAL; $5,346.03

The regular monthly meeting of the New Bern
Charlie, K4VC, treas Amateur Radio Club was held on the above date and
the meeting was called to order by President Mac



Eutder, WAOZGL, a approximately 6:15pm.
Introductions were made from the floor with thirty-
nine members present; roster is attached.

Bill Sanford, K4VHO, announced that time is running
out to get a free seat in the upcoming ARECC level
oneclass. Also, Les, N3VC, mentioned that the club’s
website has been updated/upgraded approximately two
weeks ago.

With no other business, we started the New Bern
Amateur Radio Club “annual?’ auction which took
place for the remainder of the meeting.

After the auction's concluson Mac, WAOZGL,
adjourned the meeting at 7:50pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Raobbie Rikard, KG4M BQ, secretary

The ARES Angle

Dead of winter and not much happening on the
emergency front. However, an interesting piece of
news comes across the desk this morning, viathe New
Bern Sun Journal. The Neuse River Days event is
going to be expanded to two days, and some other
changes are contemplated, which will affect our
operation in significant but not difficult ways.

Of course, the change to two days may or may not
affect us at all. It depends on what kind of events are
planned for which days and whether our
communications are needed. This remains to be seen,
and | am sure Bob, W2HV X, will beon it in his usual
thorough manner.

One thing | notice, however, is that the canoe and
kayak events are to be staged out of Lawson Creek
Park. This will mean that we will have to have one or
two shadows placed there. | foresee no difficulty with
thisat al. It is well within -- easily within -- simplex
reach of pretty much any HT I've ever used, even
some of the low power, half-a-watt jobs. So, when we
are talking radio communication, this is the sort of
thing I mean when | say "significant but not difficult.”

I do look forward to the commencement of the public
service season. For those who are already hooked on it
as | am, you know the feeling. For anyone who has
not gotten done a public service event yet, giveit atry
-- one time, and you are hooked for life.

And for now, that's the ARES Angle.
Bruce, N8UTY
Craven County EC

The*RAGCHEW”

The regulars on the daily Ragchew discuss a
variety of subjects, and are looking for some answers
to the following. Vito, KB8VCZ, is net
control/moderator, and reminds us that everyone is
invited to check in a 8PM (new time as of Jan. 1,
2005) on the NBARC 146.610 repeater to share your
views and help answer some of these recent
guestions:

1. Didyou know that we have a“flasher” right
here in our New Bern ARC? You may see
this person wearing ared hat

2. Whoisthis mystery man? You may see him
wearing shorts, and a number on his back.

3. Sweet southern girls — who is the guy that
brings this up quite often? He doesn’'t
mention the lovely californiavalley girls.

4. HD-TV (high definition) — when will we
have only HDTV?

5. TIVO — It seems as this service Co. deals
only with HD, and they install a dish at this
time for only $1 installation fee, and connect
it to 3 TVs in your home for only
$49.99/mo. Question is — Is it available in
Eastern NC?

6. Do you use ahome brewed antenna for your
2-meter rig? If so, tell us about it.

7. Have you ever contacted another ham on 2-
meters who was located more than 100 miles
away?

FCC CHAIRMAN MICHAEL K. POWELL

ANNOUNCESHISRESIGNATION
from The ARRL Letter, Vol 24, No 03

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell announced
today (1/22/05) that helll step down, effective
"sometime in March." Powell's resignation comes
just one day after President George W. Bush's
inauguration for a second term in the White
House. Nominated by former President Bill
Clinton, Powell—whose father is Secretary of
State Colin Powell--joined the FCC in 1997. He
became its chairman two days after President Bush
was swornin for hisfirst termin 2001.

ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ, called
Powell's performance "a deep disappointment”
after some initia optimism. While the League is
not unhappy about Powell's departure--especialy
given his unabashed cheerleading on behalf of the



FCC's broadband over power line (BPL) initiative--
there's also concern about whom President Bush
might call upon to replace him.

"It's no secret that we thought Chairman Powell
was going entirely in the wrong direction on BPL
and dragging the other commissioners and FCC
staff along--willing or not--because he was, dter
all, the chairman,” Sumner said. "A new chairman
might be achance for afresh start.”

Last October when the FCC adopted new Part 15
rules for BPL, Powell called it "a banner day."
While conceding that BPL will affect some
spectrum users, including "al those wonderful
Amateur Radio operators out there," the chairman
implied that the FCC must balance the benefits of
BPL against the relative value of other licensed
services.

Powell listed the Commission's adoption of BPL
rules among the "policy highlights' of his tenure.
"Broadband to power plugs would lower prices,
expand deployment,” the charman's list of
accomplishments asserts.

Possibilities to replace Powell include the other
Republican members of the five-member FCC--
Kathleen Q. Abernathy, a staunch BPL supporter,
and Kevin J. Martin. Speculation also has been
raised about various candidates outside the
commissioners. "We look forward to the
opportunity to work with the new chairman,
whoever that may be," Sumner said.

Powell, in his announcement, said it was "with a
mixture of pride and regret" that he informed the
president of his decision to step down.

"Having completed a bold and aggressive
agenda, it is time for me to pursue other
opportunities and let someone else take the reins
of the agency," he said. "During my tenure, we
worked to get the law right in order to stimulate
innovative technology that puts more power in the
hands of the American people, giving them greater
choices that enrich their lives."

The chairman said the seeds of the Commission's
policies under his leadership "are taking firm root
in the marketplace and are starting to blossom." He

cited the increased use of cell phones, digital TV
and other digita technology "increasingly
connected anytime, anywhere by a wide variety of
broadband networks."

"Our children will inherit this exciting future”
Powell proclaimed, adding that he looks forward to
gpending some time with his wife and two sons
"before taking up my next challenge.”

Powell's formal resignation announcement
followed widespread reports in the media that he
would be leaving. Communications Daily said the
chairman's last day would be March 10.

-- an editorial note — let’s hope the new person
is much less “big business” oriented than his
predecessor, and will stop the trend toward “BPL
at al costs’.

Hamfests

Feb. 20, 2005 (Sun.)- Frostfest 2005 - Virginia
Section Convention  http://www.frostfest.com/
for info, email Phil Daviss KD4BMQ,
mailto:phil @teledyme.com

Mar. 6, Kinston - Down East Hamfest Lenoir
County Fairgrounds for more info
http://www.downeasthamfest.org/ or email Jean
DuPree, KB4OH X, jeanhd@icomnet.com

SWAP SHOP

WANTED: Heathkit Crystal Receiver, Mod. CR-1.
Call Sonny, W3ADD, 633-1942

FOR SALE: Cushcraft R-6000 Vertical antenna, 6-
bands, 20m-6m. Was $329 new, asking $150,
reasonable offers considered. Call John, W4SSG,
745-5062

Raytheon RAY 100 VHF Marine hand-held
scanning transceiver, 1 or 5 watts out, waterproof, 10
wesather channels. New, unused. $75. Cal Joe,
AA4CO, at 633-9962 or e-mail joegar@pobox.com

WANTED: Will buy tubes & parts for use in getting &
keeping tube eqpt going. Will help anyone who wants
to get tube type equipment working and on the air (|
work free, or for junk).

Al, W8UT anchor@ec.rr.com or 636-0837
http://www.thecompendium.net/radio/







